Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 20M&hat to do now?

By: Dr. Khomdon Lisam

Whatis the Citizenship 5 of theAct but are unable to produceupdated in Assam to detect and sisters ofAssam and the receiving vehement opposition been residing illegally in our state,

(Amendment) Bill, 20167 proof of their Indian origin. Hence, Bangladeshi nationals who mightNortheast, the youth there, that theirfrom all the States of North East ~ would be asked to leave, he saidg'W
The original Citizenship (Amendment)they are forced to apply for citizenshiphave entered the State illegally afterights will not be harmed,” the Prime (NE) includingAssam, Meghalaya, will soon serve notices to all the
Bill (CAB), 2016 was introduced in the by naturalisation under section 6 othe midnight of March 24, 1971. TheMinister said. Mizoram, Nagaland, Manipuf Bangladeshis, who have sneaked into
Lok Sabha on 19uly 2016 by the theAct, which, inter alia, prescribes date was decided in the 1988sam  Satement of the Home Minister large section of people, our state, after the National Register
Government of Indialhe Citizenship twelve years residency asAccord, which was signed between Rajnath Singh organisations in the North East  of Citizens (NRC) draft was released
(Amendment) Bill (CAB), 2016 passedqualification for naturalisation in the then Prime Minister Rajiv GandhiOn 8 Januar2019, thélome Minister  (NE) have opposed the bill saying- in Assam.”
by the Lok Sabha on 8 Janua919 terms of the Third Schedule to theand theAll Assam $udents’Union Rajnath Singh asserted that the bill" it will nullify the provisions of the Response of thAssam
seeks to amend the Citizensiigt, Act. This denies them many(AASU). The NRC was first published was not against the provisions of theAssamAccord of 1985, which fixed RajendraAgarwal, BJAVIP, head of
1955 to provide citizenship to illegal opportunities and advantages thaafter the 1951 Census in theConstitution and would give succour March 24, 1971 as the cut-off date the 16-member Joint Select
migrants from Afghanistan, may accrue only to the citizens ofindependent India when parts oto persecuted minorities in threefor deportation of all illegal Parliamentary Committee during a
Bangladesh and Pakistan, who are dhdia, even though they are likely toAssam went to East Pakistan, noweighbouring countries as they “havemmigrants irrespective of religion.” public hearing in Shillong on 10 May
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi orstay in India permanentlyit is Bangladesh. The first draft of theno place to go to, except India.” He HiddenAgendaof the Government 2018 said that the views and
Christian. It doesn’'t have anyproposed to amend the Thirdupdated list was concluded by 3lsaid “The proposed law will not be of India recommendations would be compiled
provision for Muslims. The Bill also Schedule to théct to make the Decembei2017. confined tcAssam aloneThe burden The hiddenAgenda of the in a report and submitted to
seeks to reduce the requirement of 14pplicants belonging to minority Important Pointsof theNRC (NRC)  of those persecuted migrants will beGovernment of India may be toParliament. On 23 Octoh@018 , 46
years of continuous stay in thecommunities from the aforesaidMore than 40 lakh people were leftshared by the whole countdssam replace the mongoloid populationorganisations iissam called a 12-
country to six years to obtaincountries eligible for citizenship by out of the final draft oAssam NRC  alone should not have to bear thewith Aryan populationThe strategy hour bandh to protest against the
citizenship by naturalisation. The Bill naturalisation in seven years instea@hose people can appeal/object aft@ntire burden. The Government ofthey have adopted is throughCentres bid to pass the proposed
covers all the States and Uniorof the existing twelve years. 30August, 2018 India is committed to give all help to population invasion- a war without legislation in the forthcoming session
Territories. Who are illegal immigrants? They will be not be deemed as citizenthe State Government and people orms.Prevent the people of Northof Parliament.
What are the main objects/ reasons According to the Citizenshipct, of India if there names aren’tincludedAssam,” East from being united. The greatesbn 17 November2018, 28 ethnic
of the Citizenship (Amendment) Bil, 1955, an illegal immigrant as definedn the final register During the nearly three-hour debate fear of India is the emergence of amommunities took out a torchlight

2016 in section 2(1)(b) of théct is a The final draft ofAssams National the Union Home Minister said the united north east. Therefore , the mainally demanding immediate

The CitizenshipAct, 1955 was foreigner who entered India (i) Register of Citizens (NRC) wasUnion Cabinet has also approvedfocus of the mainland Indians is howwithdrawal of the Bill. On 16 January
enacted to provide for the acquisitiorwithout a valid passport or otherpublished on August, 2018. Out of grant of Scheduled Tribe (ST) statusto keep the North East people divide@019 Sarbananda Sonowal, Chief
and determination of Indian prescribed travel documents or (iithe 3.29 crore people who haveo six communities dkssam namely in the name of Political Parties,Minister ofAssam said “The people
citizenship. Under the existingwith a valid passport or otherapplied to become a part of the NRCTaiAhom, Koch Rajbongshi, Chutia, Ethnicity. Religion.They willbe very of Assam have made me the chief
provisions of the Citizenship prescribed travel documents buR.89 crore were identified as validTeaTribes, Moran and Matak. happy if any civil war erupts in minister with lots of trust and
(Amendment) Bill (CAB), 201ersons remains in India beyond the permittectitizens. More than 40 lakh citizensWe need to check up whetherNorth East India. confidence. | have not come here to
belonging to the minority period oftime. have been found to be invalid citizensvhatever assurances given by théThe Chicken neck of 21-40 kmbetray them. | shall work for the
communities, such as Hindus, Sikhswhy is the BJP led Governmentso of India. Union Home Minister is included in between Garo Hilla and Siliguri is development of\ssam till the last
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians much interested in the Bill ? The NRC is being compiled under thethe original Bill passed by the Lok another cause of worryThis is moment,” said the chief minister while
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh andin the General Election Manifestoorders of the Supreme Court of IndigBabha. If it is included, then it may beonly180 km away from the Chineseaddressing a meeting at Dhubri in
Pakistan, who have either entered intduring 2014, the BJP had promised tto identify illegal foreigners residing true. If it is not included, the Union military camp. Once this is bicoked,Assam. The pressure increased on Mr
India without valid travel documentswelcome the Hindu refugees and givén Assam. Panic spread A&ssam Home Minister has no competencythe rest of India is cut off . North EastSonowal after the state government
or the validity of their documents haveshelter to them and grant citizenshigoon after officials announced thato modify the original Bill passed by is a sleeping giant . Itis self sufficientof Meghalaya, ManipuMizoram and
expired are regarded as illegal migrant®o  Hindus persecuted in themore than 40 lakh people were nothe Lok Sabha. But he can modify itin all respects to be an idependerfiagaland opposed the bill. The
and hence ineligible to apply forneighbouring countries. Hence itincluded in the National Register ofthrough the Joint Parliamentary sovereign country producing petrolAssam Gana Parishad (AGP), who is
Indian citizenship. It is proposed tomay be seen as a part of the fulfillmen€itizen (NRC). Howevethe oficials  Committee of the Rajya Sabha. diesel, iron, coal, gas, tea for the lagthe BJPS coalition partner in the
make them eligible for applying for of the BJPS election promise to the reiterated that it is just a draft and this What is the present status ofthe ~ more than 100 years. Once it wake§overnment has threatened to cut
Indian citizenship. people. is not the final registeFhey said that Bill ? up from slumberthat may be be the ties with the party if the Bill is passed.

Many persons of Indian origin Whatis NRC?

people who haven't been included irOn 15 July 2016, the Citizenship end of India . TheAGP considers the Bill to work

including persons belonging to theThe National Register of Citizensthe NRC can appeal and preser(Amendment) Bill CAB), 2016 was Prevent the people of North East fromagainst “the cultural and linguistic

aforesaid minority communities from (NRC) is meant to identify a bona fideobjections.
the aforesaid countries have beenitizen. By the order of the SupremeThose whose names weren't there iduly, 2016, the Lok Sabha referred thelndia is the emergence of an unitedhe

introduced in the Lok Sabha, On 31being united. The greatest fear ofdentity of the indigenous people of
State”. The Students’

applying for citizenship under sectionCourt of India, NRC is being currently the draft register will have the legalCitizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 to north east. Therefore , the main focusrganisation such a&ll Assam
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I’m sorry

By : Dr Nunglekpam Premi Devi
Independent Scholar

When | say it about, | mean it properly

When | mention it something, | mean it exactly
When | say words heavily, | mean it seriously

When | say words hastily, | mean it may be false
When | say loudly, | mean it someone has lies
When | say suddenly, | mean it by pressuring

When | say with tone, | mean it their attitude
When | say verbally loose, | mean it their favorites
When | mention it repeatedly, | mean exactly theirs
When | say it breaking, | mean it not confidently
When | say it seeing again, | mean it regretting
I’m sorry and always am sorry, when | mean it, it’s ok.

When | say enforcing, | mean its happening

When | say it a purpose, | mean it definitely true

When | say it like a motive, | mean it something to
understand

When | mention it twice, | mean it exactly what | want
When | say it murmuring, | mean | don’t want it any longer
When | say it quickly, | mean it to stop immediately

When | gossip about it, | mean it ‘m totally wrong

When | shout about it, | mean it exactly | hate those
When I’m angrier, | mean it truly I’m letting it go

When | say it wishing best, | mean it breaking from within
I’m sorry and always am sorry, when | mean it, it’s ok.

When | say, | hate it; | mean it more valuable

When | mention love, | mean it basically ‘PEACE’

When | say it hurting, | mean it for the love ones

When | abuse it too much, | mean it | care it for better
When | say still, | mean it I’m engaging lots

When | speak less, | mean it letting it go ahead of ‘mine’
When | say it with eye, | mean it connecting right ‘Yes’
When | mention dirty words, | mean it exactly the ‘Truth’
When | say it smiles, | mean it; | haven’t left dirt on it
When | say be happy, | mean it something incomplete

I’m sorry and always am sorry, when | mean it, it’s ok.
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right to apply again by filing a claim the Joint Select Committee .Theof the mainland Indians is how toStudents’ Union (AASU) and Civil
between 3Bugust and 28 Septembercommittee was given time till the first keep us divided in the name ofSociety Organisation such as the
,2018. day of the last week of thé/inter  Political Parties, EthnicityReligion. Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti also
Once the final NRC is published, thos&ession of Lok Sabha to submit itsThey will be very happy if any civil have opposed the Bill. They have
whose names aren't in the finalreport. GenerallytheWinter Session war erupts in North East India. organised a number of Bandhs and
register will not be deemed as Indiarof Parliament begins in November  Oppositions to the Bill in the strikes.
citizens. These people will then havéHowever the First Day Ofwinter North East The people are not happy when Prime
to approach the foreigners tribunalSession, Lok Sabha was adjourned’he people of the North East (NE)Minister Narendra Mod$ address in
to fight for their citizenship. after Obituary referencesAtal Bihari  view the Bill as a threat to the verySilichar that “the Citizenship Bill is
Home Minister Rajnath Singh said,Vajpayee, Somnath Chatterjee andxistence of indigenous peoples iran atonement of the wrong that was
“Everyone will have an opportunity Union MinisterAnanth KumarThe the North East (NE). Many studentdone during Indi& Partition.
to file claims/objections as perWinter Session of Parliament beganorganizations expressed thatWe  While quitting the alliance with the
provision in law Only after the 11 Decembef018 (Tiesday)and end will notacceptany law which willtake Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
disposal of claims and objections, then 8 January2019.The Joint Select away our rights as indigenousAssam, theAsom Gana Parishad
final NRC will be published.” Committee submitted its people. It is a threat to our nationa{AGP) who was a signatory Asam
How will the Bill affect the updated  recommendations on ti@tizenship  security and a threat to our ownAccord-1985 said “as per the accord,
NRC list? (Amendment) Bill (CAB), 2016 tothe existence. They raise a question :a&ll illegal immigrants, irrespective of
The sole purpose of the bill is to grant.ok Sabha on 7 Januag019. Baed Why do the Government of Indiareligion, have to be deported and this
citizenship to illegal migrants from on its recommendations a fresh billusing NE as a dumping ground fomBill violates theAssam accord-1985.
Afghanistan, Bangladesh andwas introduced andias passed by theillegalimmigrants. Itis acompleteThe Clause 6 of thAssamAccord
Pakistan, who are of Hindu, Sikh,the Lok Sabha on8Janu#2919The mockery of the constitution of India,” states “constitutional, legislative and
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian. ItBill is yet to be passed by the RajyaA memorandum submitted toadministrative safeguards, as may be
doesn’'t have any provision forSabha and assented by the PresideftajendraAgarwal, Member of appropriate, shall be provided to
Muslims. The Bill will operate on the of India. Parliament, Chairman, Joint Selecprotect, preserve and promote the
basis of religion. But NRC does notHow did the Joint Select Committee Committee on  Citizenship cultural, social, linguistic identity and
distinguish migrants on the basis of examine the Bill ? (Amendment) Bill 2016 through the heritage of theAssamese people”.
religion. NRC will consider deporting The 16-member Joint Select Nagaland Governor also maintained he people ofAssam feel that the
anyone irrespective of religion whoCommittee, headed by BJP MPthat the crisis arising out of theCitizenship (Amendment Bill-2016
has entered the State illegally after 2RajendraAgarwal had interviewed unabated influx of illegal migrants will nullify the AssamAccord -1985.
March, 1971. When the Bill becomesmany people and conducted somdrom Bangladesh has brought aboubn 8 January2019 agitators clashed
anAct, the non-Muslims migrants field studies. During the course of its serious demographic changes in theith the police, gheraoed Chief
becomes automatically bonafideexamination and field study visits, North East region in particuleand Minister Sarbananda Sonowsl’
citizens of India nullifying 1988ssam  the committee met a cross section obther parts of the country in generalhouse at his native place in
Accord, which was signed betweerpeople in Gujarat, Rajastha@ssam The continued and unabated inflixDibrugarh, blocked national
the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhiand Meghalaya and heard views ofof refugees and undocumentedhighways and damaged vehicles in
and theAll Assam Sudents Union organisations, individuals, expertsillegal migrants from the Assam during the ‘bandhTheAll
(AASU) and contradicting or and others. They had recentlyneighbouring countries has furthetAssam Students’ Union (AASU)
superseding the NRC. It means thatonducted public hearings inthreatened the existence ofctivists tried to ransack a BJP office
Assamese will continue to face theSuwahati, Silchar iPAssam and indigenous people in respect of theim Dibrugarh, prompting security
threat of becoming minority in their Shillong in Meghalaya to gather cultural, social, economic and politicalforces to resort to lathicharge and
own state and the other states likepinion of the people on the proposeddentity, the memo read. fire rubber bullets.
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur bill. The committee also heard the Response oArunachal Pradesh ~ Assam is the gateway to all other
Tripura,Arunachal Pradesh will shareviews of the chief secretaries andin Itanagar members of théll states of North East. When 40 lakh
the burden of massive influx of illegalpolice chiefs aAssam, BihaiGujarat, Arunachal Pradesh Students’ Uniorillegal migrants are in trouble in
migrants. Jharkhand, Maharashtra aWdest (AAPSU) said they would continue Assam, they are most likely to seek
Satement of the Prime Minister ~ Bengal. The committee took six the stir till the time the governmentshelter to any other neighbouring
The Prime Minister Shri Narendraextensions from the Speaker of theconcedes to their demands. Thelaces like ManipurMeghalaya,
Modi said India needs thelok Sabhatoenable them to completeAAPSU President Hawa Bagang saidNagaland, Mizoram, Tripura etc.
Citizenship(Amendment) Bill (CAB) - the study before the winter sessionthe Centre had no regard for théArunachal Pradesh, Nagaland,
2016 to give relief to Hindu, Sikh, . indigenous people of the region. “TheMizoram are having Bengal Eastern
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian whorhe members of the Joint Selectproposed bill is one among the manyrontier RegulatiorAct-1873 in
are persecuted iAfghanistan, Committee visited Barakalley, the examples that show the lawmakers ioperation restricting entry of
Bangladesh and Pakistan and asBengali-majority area dfssam, and our country have no or very little outsiders and their land are
atonement for the wrongs ofMeghalaya to discuss it with variousregard for the indigenous populaceprotected as the people are
Partition”. organisations. They reportedly spokeof Arunachal Pradesh and the entir&cheduledribes undeArticle 342
On 9 January2019 Prime Minister to about 200 organisations. TheyNorth East region,” he said. Theof Indian Constitution. Their
Narendra Modi, addressing a rally irhave not visited Manipur AAPSU would organize more suchpreferred destination will be
Maharashtra reached out to the North Oppositions to the Bill democratic movements, under théManipur where there is no
Eastern states on the Citizenship BillOn the day of passing the bill by he aegis of Northeast Studentsrestriction. The climate is
which has caused a rift between theok Sabha, the opposition membersOrganization (NESO), in the interestcomfortable, Job opportunities are
BJP and its allies in the North Eastermpposed the bill saying it as “ of the indigenous people. Thegood and the food is good.
states. “| want to assure my brothedivisive and flawed”. The Bill is Bangladeshi refugees, who have (To be Conted.......)



